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Saddam Toppled In Baghdad
April 9, 2003
(CBS) As jubilant crowds danced and cheered in the streets of Baghdad, U.S.-led forces were taking over the Iraqi capital and
removing Saddam Hussein's regime "from its seat of power," Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld declared Wednesday.
"Saddam Hussein is now taking his rightful place alongside Hitler, Stalin, Lenin, Ceausescu in the pantheon of failed brutal dictators
and the Iraqi people are well on their way to freedom," Rumsfeld told a Pentagon briefing.
"This is a very good day," Rumsfeld said as U.S. forces stormed through the streets of the Iraqi capital and were greeted by jubilant
Baghdad residents.
But fighting continued in parts of the city and Saddam's whereabouts remained uncertain.
In a square in central Baghdad, U.S. Marines helped a crowd of Iraqis topple a giant statue of Saddam in a bold symbolic gesture.
CBS News Analyst Col. (Ret.) Mitch Mitchell called the event a "psychological victory."
"Bringing it down is symbolic of the fall of the regime — that the regime no longer is in control of the country," says Mitchell. "It is a
great psychological victory to topple the statue of Saddam that was erected to himself in 2001.
"This is not the end of the war, but it is very close to it."
In other developments:
U.S. officials said multiple sources told them Saddam was inside a Baghdad building bombed two days earlier. Britain's Foreign
Office, however, said it was possible he escaped.
U.S. Central Command said coalition airstrikes were targeting the Republican Guard's Adnan division in Tikrit, “shaping the
battlefield” before U.S. ground forces move in to Saddam’s hometown, 90 miles north of Baghdad.
U.S. special forces and Kurdish fighters seized a strategic hilltop near the northern city of Mosul early Wednesday. Senior
Kurdish leader Hoshyar Zebari called it the most important gain in the region so far.
In the south, Basra — held by British troops — was quiet Wednesday as city officials assessed medical and humanitarian needs.
Coalition rescue teams were searching for two U.S. airmen from a F-15E Strike Eagle fighter jet that went down over Iraq two
days earlier. A U.S. military source said the plane deployed from the 4th Fighter Wing at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C.,
went down near Tikrit.
The total number of U.S. soldiers killed in the war is now 105; seven Americans are listed as POW’s and ten are missing in
action. — Thirty British soldiers have also been killed. Coalition forces are holding 7,300 Iraqi prisoners and building a detention
facility in the southern Iraqi city of Umm Qasr that eventually could hold some 24,000, defense officials say.
Rumsfeld cautioned that despite the day's developments, there still remained work to do and hard fighting.
He said U.S.-led forces still needed to find the seven American prisoners of war who were captured by Iraqi troops and locate the
regime's weapons of mass destruction. He encouraged Iraqi scientists, military officers and others to come forward with information,
saying "rewards are available to those who help us."
Rumsfeld also said Syria was still serving as a conduit for military equipment, including night-vision goggles, heading to Iraqi forces.
He also suggested that the Syrian government was helping Saddam loyalists to leave Iraq and cross the border into Syria.
With the regime's feared security forces nowhere to be seen, Iraqis dared to cheer U.S. troops and attack the symbols of Saddam's
rule.
They danced in the streets, waving rifles, palm fronds and flags, and defaced posters of the longtime Iraqi president — acts that
would have been unthinkable days or weeks before.
"I'm 49, but I never lived a single day. Only now will I start living," said Yussuf Abed Kazim, a preacher at a local mosque who
bashed the Saddam statue with a sledgehammer as other Iraqis yelled, "Hit the eye! Hit the eye!"
"That Saddam Hussein is a murderer and a criminal," Kazim said.
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Elsewhere, U.S. troops continued to encounter pockets of resistance.
No more than a mile and a half away from central Baghdad, U.S. Marines came under fire near the Ministry of Oil building, CBS
News Correspondent Byron Pitts reports.
"In the open desert, in the street, the Iraqis have proven to be an unworthy adversary to the U.S. military," reports Pitts. "But in an
urban setting, hiding in doorways and windows, they have proven quite capable to cause damage."
The street celebrations in Baghdad, especially in Shiite Muslim neighborhoods, erupted after fighting subsided overnight.
Iraqis were already looting government ministries, police stations, universities and even the headquarters of the Iraq Olympic
Committee, making off with computers, furniture, even military jeeps. One young man used roller skates to wheel away a
refrigerator.
In the north, celebrations also broke out in at least two cities in the Kurdish autonomous region. Some honked their horns, others
chanted "George Bush! George Bush!"
Some Iraqis were not rejoicing Wednesday.
"This is the destruction of Islam," said Qassim al-Shamari, 50, a laborer wearing an Arab robe. "After all, Iraq is our country. And
what about all the women and children who died in the bombing?"
State television was off the air and foreign journalists said their "minders" – government agents who monitor their reporting – did not
turn up for work Wednesday.
There was no sign of Iraqi Information Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf, whose daily briefings had constituted the main public
face of the regime during the war.
"It's a historic moment," White House spokesman Ari Fleischer said of the scenes of jubilation in the streets of Baghdad.
He said it reflects the desire of Iraqis to be free. But he cautioned that "we are still in the middle of a shooting war" and there are
sections of Baghdad and other Iraqi cities in which coalition forces face a threat.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair was also cautious. "This conflict is not over yet," he told the House of Commons. "There are still
some very difficult things to do. As we speak, there is still intense resistance ... among those parts of Saddam's regime that want to
cling onto power."
Speaking to the annual convention of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, Vice President Dick Cheney said the advance of
U.S. troops into Baghdad is proof that early criticism of the war's plans was misguided.
"With every day, with every advance of our coalition forces, the wisdom of that plan becomes more apparent," Cheney said.
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